Minutes of the Goessel City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m., Mon., November 21, 2016
Civic Center Community Room
Present: Mayor Dave Schrag; Council Members Duane Adrian, Rollin Schmidt, Dean Snelling, Larry Lindeman, Kevin Klassen; Public Works, Karen Dalke; City Clerk, Jennifer Whitehead; Police, Wilma Mueller; Free Press Reporter; City Attorney, Joshua Boehm
Guests: IdeaTek Representatives: Jarrod Reimer, Daniel Friesen, and Jade Piros de Carvalho; Several members of the community
Called to order at 7:00 pm
Consent Agenda:

· R Schmidt moved, seconded by D Snelling to accept the consent agenda which included the minutes of the October 17thh regular meeting. Motion carried.
IdeaTek:

· Daniel Friesen with IdeaTek discuss they companies plans to come to town and build infrastructure to all for fiber optic internet to be available to the City of Goessel. They presented their plans, cost, and background of the company in a PowerPoint presentation for the community. They hope by early next year to have completely installed their fiber to provide service to town. Discussion was held and a question and answer session was held.
· R Schmidt moved, seconded by D Adrian to enter executive session with the City Attorney, City Clerk, and Public Works Director present to discuss attorney-client privileged information until 8:30 pm. Motion carried.
· Returned to regular session at 8:30.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by K Klassen to allow City Attorney, Josh Boehm, to negotiate with IdeaTek to make a few changes on the proposed Franchise agreement. We will then hold a special meeting on December 1, 2016 to discuss the changes on the agreement. Motion carried.
Public Works:

· Put up a new sign at the burn site.
· Attended a backflow prevention class in McPherson on November 15th. Have found that those with backflow prevention devices are not in compliance with the annual inspections. Talked with Ben Steketee, who is a certified backflow inspector who is willing to meet with Karen to discuss our need for backflow inspections. It was decided that we will talk to individuals with backflow prevention devices and get them in contact with Ben themselves to discuss their individual needs for inspection or rebuild.

· It was also brought to Karen’s attention that people with sprinkler systems that are hooked into city water also need to have those checked annually. Will sent letters to homeowners who meet this criterion and go from there.

· Lagoons have leveled out and are looking like they should.

Police:

· Worked 5 hours.
· Had an issue with a home in town that is now vacant. The door kept being found open. It has now been tied shut.
Streets:

· Rollin asked Karen about the arrows in some of the streets. She told him that they are for the internet company because we have started locating utilities.
Equipment:

· The water tank is leaking on the sewer machine. Discussed various ways that could potentially fix this issue. Whether it be to patch the current tank or put a whole new tank in it. Duane will look at it some more and see what can be done.
Water & Burn Site:
· Dean asked about what we can do about the house that is to the north of his house. It has been untouched for quite some time and is becoming more and more dilapidated. We will finish up on the house at 103 S. Buller and then begin the process on this other house. 
Clerk:

· Attended the Clerks Institute from November 14th-18th. One more year and Jennifer will graduate from the institute.
Water/Sewer/Trash Rates:

· Discussed the proposed rate changes for water, sewer and trash service. To be eligible for grant funding we need to reach $36.50 for 5,000 gallons of water. So that we do not raise this all in one year, clerk has written a rate plan that splits the increase between 2 years. Ordinance 270 is the first half of the increase. Discussion was held.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by L Lindeman to adopt Ordinance 270 as written. Motion carried.
Other Business:

· Lynn Auernheimer has offered to buy one of the sheds behind the city building. It was believed that one of the sheds was empty and was not needed. However, Wilma said the other shed if being used by the police department and is not empty.
Adjournment:
· D Adrian moved, seconded by R Schmidt to adjourn at 9:12 p.m.  Motion carried.
Dave Schrag, Mayor





Jennifer Whitehead, City Clerk[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]
