Minutes of the Goessel City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m., Mon., October 19, 2015
Civic Center Community Room
Present: Mayor Dave Schrag; Council Members Jeff Boese, Duane Adrian, Rollin Schmidt, Dean Snelling; Public Works, Karen Dalke; City Clerk, Jennifer Whitehead; Free Press Reporter
Absent: Larry Lindeman, Wilma Mueller
Guests: Marilyn Wilder, City Attorney; Richard Friesen, owner of 103 S. Buller

Called to order at 6:30 pm
Richard Friesen:

· Richard mentioned that his settlement was approved and will be enough to take care of the problem with his home located at 103 S. Buller. The timespan on payment is estimated for 1/1/2016. He has removed items from the house that he wants. R Schmidt said he was okay with waiting until January for Richard to get his settlement and remove the home. Richard will call the Clerk before the next council meeting with an update on the settlement. He will also follow up in December and will plan on attending the January meeting.
Recess until 7:00 regular meeting.

Meeting called to order by Mayor Schrag at 7:00pm.

Consent Agenda:

· R Schmidt moved, seconded by D Snelling to accept the consent agenda which included the minutes of the September 21st regular meeting and financial report. Motion carried.
Affirmation of Duane Adrian:

· Mayor Schrag administered the Oath of Office to Duane Adrian after the council voted last month for him to fill L Schmidt’s’ vacancy as council member.
Harvest Meadows:

· Mayor Schrag had the auction of the Harvest Meadows addition of Goessel removed from the sheriffs’ sale last month. Schrag worked with the city attorney to work an agreement out to deed the land over to the City of Goessel contingent upon the county waiving the back taxes on the property. Mayor Schrag mentioned that the city could give away the land and whoever takes the land will pay the specials up front on each lot. He mentioned that we could do a sealed bid kind of thing with a minimum bid being $20,000 to cover special assessments. 
· The covenants on the property were discussed. The mayor had suggested we go through and make changes to the covenants. Marilyn, the city attorney, said she was not sure if we can change the covenants in the new addition. She said typically once covenants are established they cannot be changed. She mentioned the exception to these rules would be if the city did not residentially develop these lots, however there is a covenant that states all the lots must be residentially developed. 
· Council asked Marilyn her opinion on whether or not to accept the land, she said whether we can change the covenants or not we should take the land because it will only cost the city the upkeep on the property and it is the only chance we have to make any money on any of the lots.
· R Schmidt moved, seconded by J Boese to accept the lots being deeded over to the City of Goessel once there is assurance that the taxes on the property will be forgiven. Motion carried.
Public Works:

· Waterproofed bridges.
· Will be winterizing the parks at the end of the month.

· Put up the new street signs.

· Water well #1 was having some issues with tripping the start relay. They part has been ordered by Funk Electric and this should take care of the problem.

· Grader is fixed.

Police:

· No report.
Streets:

· No house numbers on homes in the city are causing an issue when it comes to water leaks and ambulance services. Council discussed ways to incentivize people to put house numbers on their houses. They also mentioned possibly passing an ordinance requiring house numbers. Clerk will put it in the newsletter as well as put up a sign at the grocery store to see if that helps.
Water/Burnsite:
· Mayor Schrag has talked to Mike Unruh about the sprinkler system heads at the ball diamonds. They are trying to figure out how to make the system work for the recreation commission with the well that was tested at 20 gallons per minute. Mayor Schrag believes smaller zones and heads will be necessary to do so.
· Replacement of a few fire hydrants was mentioned. No action taken at this time.
City Clerk:

· Clerk mentioned that she will be attending a fall software meeting on October 27th. She will also be attending the Clerk Institute in Wichita November 2nd through November 6th. The office will be closed during these dates.
· Clerk asked about whether or not Dean would like to be Santa again this year. Dean said he would. We plan on having the pictures with Santa on December 7th in the evening.
Hustler Mower:

· Council discussed the quote on the mower from AgPower.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by J Boese to purchase the Hustler Z for the quoted price of $12,108.13. Motion carried.
Water Rates:

· Clerk presented the council with a summary of the water funds receipts and expenditures. Clerk will do some preparation of water rate proposals for the next council meeting.
Other Business:

· Women’s coffee went well and the ladies have decided they would like to continue to have it.
Executive Session:

· D Snelling moved, seconded by D Adrian to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel.
· Returned to normal session at 8:50 p.m. 
· No decisions made at this time.
Adjournment:
· J Boese moved, seconded by D Snelling to adjourn at 8:51 p.m.  Motion carried.
Dave Schrag, Mayor
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