Minutes of the Goessel City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m., Monday, March 20, 2017
Civic Center Community Room
Present: Mayor Dave Schrag; Council Members Duane Adrian, Larry Lindeman, Kevin Klassen, Dean Snelling; City Clerk Jennifer Whitehead; Police Wilma Mueller; Free Press Reporter
Absent: Karen Dalke
Guests: Jesse Sullivan – BG Consultants; Claude Fry; Zachariah Hudlin
Called to order at 7:00 pm

Consent Agenda:

· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Adrian to accept the consent agenda with included the minutes of the February 21st regular meeting.  Motion carried.
Claude Fry:
· Claude has requested that he be allowed to keep 3 dogs at his residence. He is thinking that it may be a temporary thing as he is holding one of them for the owner who is looking for another place to live before taking the dog back. Larry was in favor of sticking to the current ordinance that states a limit of 2 dogs per residence to keep things under control. Kevin and Duane suggested giving him a time frame on getting rid of the third dog.
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Snelling to stick with the current ordinance that limits him to having only 2 dogs at his residence. Motion carried 3-1 with Kevin opposed.
Jesse Sullivan – BG Consultants:

· Jesse came by to present the PER and to check in with the council as to whether there were any more thoughts on the water line project. We discussed narrowing the project down to focus only on Buller Street to help cut costs. We received a bid for this size project from Nowak for around $100,000. A project this small would not make it as worthwhile to go for a grant because it would add unnecessary costs, and we are trying to limit those costs. 
Council Member Resignation/Nomination:

· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Snelling to accept Rollin Schmidt’s resignation from the city council. Motion carried.
· Discussed potential new member of the council. We have had one particular person who has agreed to take Rollins place for the remainder of his term. 
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Snelling to nominate Ben Schmidt for city council to fill the vacancy from Rollin Schmidt’s resignation. Motion carried.
Public Works:

· Public Works director is absent. No report.
Equipment:

· Work is being done on the sewer machine. 
· Duane looked into the price of a skid loader. Mayor Schrag gave him to option to wait and discuss this next month with RoseMary Saunders to see what options we could have for financing this. Kevin has talked to someone who has advised that a skid loader is not our best option for cleaning ditches and that we should be looking into a mini excavator instead.
Park/Recycling:

· Mentioned about the cleaning of the bathrooms at the park and that hopefully they will be taken care of as the season carries on.
Water/Burn Site:

· Dean discussed him going to the park and raking leaves.
· Removed a baby seat from the burn site.
Police:
· Zachariah Hudlin is interested in filling a police officer position with the city. Mayor Schrag suggested hiring him starting at $11.50 per hour and 32 hours per month and then reassessing at the next meeting. 
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Adrian to appoint Zachariah Hudlin as part-time police officer at a rate of $11.50 per hour, 32 hours a month starting. Motion carried.
· Mayor Schrag administered the oath of office to Zachariah Hudlin.
· No leads yet on the home invasion that occurred in town.
· A vacant home in town has someone staying there, Wilma is looking into seeing who is staying there. 
· Wilma mentioned that at some point she will be departing from the police department. She is making sure that records are straightened out before that point.
City Clerk:

· Reported that there has been a building permit issued for a fence and one for a shed.
· Clerk will be attending a CDBG workshop on April 11th in Newton. Offered to take anyone who wanted to go.
· Discussed how we should handle the clerks vacation time. Mayor Schrag offered to have his phone number put on the answering machine so that people who needed to get ahold of the city will be able to call him.
· Discussed going green by going with an email only newsletter to save on postage and paper costs. 
Insurance Policy Quotes:

· Discussed the quotes for cyber insurance coverage and volunteer accident insurance coverage. The quotes were $1,101 and $300 per year respectively.
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by K Klassen to accept the coverage for both Cyber Insurance and volunteer insurance with the option to up the volunteer coverage if necessary. Motion carried.
Other Business:

· There may be a problem with the motor on the noon whistle and this could be why it keeps blowing a fuse or flipping a breaker. We may need to find a way to get it off the pole so it can be looked at. 
· Discussed the grading of the streets. It has been dry so they have not been graded. Some member would like to see them graded regardless of rain others do not want them graded unless it rains to prevent dust form being worse that it has to be.
· Mayor Schrag and the clerk will be meeting with Van Schmidt on Wednesday 3/22 at 3:00 pm to discuss the auctioning of the Harvest Meadow lots. Council decided to not put a minimum on the lots.
Adjournment:
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Snelling to adjourn at 8:43 p.m. Motion carried.

__________________________




__________________________


Dave Schrag, Mayor






Jennifer Whitehead, City Clerk
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