Minutes of the Goessel City Council Meeting

6:00 p.m., Monday, December 16, 2019
Civic Center Community Room
Present: Mayor Dave Schrag; Council Members Kevin Klassen, Evan Esau, Ben Schmidt, Duane Adrian, Dean Snelling; Public Works, Karen Dalke; City Clerk, Jennifer Whitehead; Free Press Reporter
Absent: Police Officer Anthony Voth
Called to order at 6:00 pm
Consent Agenda:

· E Esau moved, seconded by D Snelling to accept the consent agenda which included the minutes of the November 18th regular meeting and the monthly financial statements. Motion carried.
Sewer Project Update:
· There was no progress meeting due to the weather. The contractor will be continuing to reline lines when they return to work. Lagoon contractor has the okay through KDHE’s testing of the sludge to proceed with the dredging. They just need the ponds to be lowered to a certain level and the ground to not be frozen and then they will begin their work.
· Council reviewed the payment request that included a bill for BG Consultants for $14,799.54, K.C. Construction for $89,345.12, Gilmore & Bell for $7,000, and Ranson Financial Group for $2,000.

· B Schmidt moved, seconded by K Klassen to approve the payment request. Motion carried.
Utility Rate Increase Ordinance 284:

· The proposed ordinance raises the water rates across the board by 3%. It also raises the sewer minimum to $22 and the average water usage charge per 100 gallons of water used in January, February, and March to .30 for in town and .40 for out of town customers.
· K Klassen moved, seconded by D Adrian to adopt Ordinance 284 as proposed. Motion carried.
Public Works:

· Generator has been installed we are only waiting on the gas line to be hooked up.
· Working on the sewer project with the contractor.

· Fixed a line break in the force main sewer discharge pipe that goes out to the lagoon ponds.

· Got the trees trimmed at the park. 

· New batteries have been put in the tornado siren.

· Reviewed the water tower inspection report. It was noted that the repairs we were quoted and paid for were not done. Inland Potable was willing to either refund the amount charged for the repairs or come to town and do those repairs for no additional cost. Consensus was to receive a refund for the repairs.
City Clerk:

· Briefly discussed the park expansion. Looking into grants for 2020 to help add a section for a younger age group of children.
Executive session:

· D Snelling moved, seconded by D Adrian to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss employee evaluations and wage review.  Motion carried.
· Returned to normal session at 6:55 pm.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by D Adrian and carried with a vote of 5-0 to give full-time employees a $250 Visa gift card and part-time employees a $50 Visa gift card and increase wages of full-time employees 3%. 
· B Schmidt moved, seconded by D Snelling and carried with a vote of 5-0 to give council members a raise to $75 per meeting and mayor a raise to $120 per meeting.
Other Business:

· It was briefly mentioned that the Sunflower Apartments had caught bed bugs and were treated. They were then inspected and it is thought that the bed bugs are now gone.
Adjournment:

· K Klassen moved, seconded by D Adrian to adjourn at 7:02 p.m.  Motion carried.
Dave Schrag, Mayor
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