Minutes of the Goessel City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m., Mon., Jan. 8, 2018
Civic Center Community Room
Present: Mayor Dave Schrag; Council Members Evan Esau, Ben Schmidt, Dean Snelling, Duane Adrian, Kevin Klassen; Public Works Karen Dalke; City Clerk Jennifer Whitehead; Free Press Reporter
Guests: Rose Mary Saunders – Ranson Financial, Brian Foster – BG Consultants, Chelsea Morris – USDA, Amanda & Anthony Voth – Residents

Called to order at 7:00 pm

Consent Agenda:

· D Snelling moved, seconded by K Klassen to accept the consent agenda with included the minutes of the Dec. 18th regular meeting and the financial report.  Motion carried.
Council President:

· Council members elected Kevin Klassen to be the council president.
Chelsea Morris- USDA:
· Chelsea attended the meeting to present a letter of conditions for the loan/grant that has been offered to the city through USDA, she said it was important that we go ahead and get started with the paperwork to ensure that the needed money for our project gets set aside. At this time, we do not know if we have been awarded a grant through CDBG. If we find we have not USDA will work with us on the funding for our sewer project. Chelsea noted the change in the cost of contingencies in the letter of conditions. The engineer through USDA has reviewed the original estimated costs from the Preliminary Engineering Report and has determined the original contingency costs were estimated too high and have been lowered. If bids are to come in higher than expected USDA will work with us to get the additional funding if necessary. Briefly reviewed the rest of the letter of conditions. It is estimated that the average sewer user will pay a $40 per month rate for sewer.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by D Adrian to approve the letter of intent to meet the conditions for the USDA loan/grant. Motion carried.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by K Klassen to approve the mayor signing the request for obligation of funds. Motion carried.
· D Snelling moved, seconded by K Klassen to adopt the loan resolution authorizing and providing for the incurrence of indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cot of acquiring, constructing, enlarging, improving, and/or extending its sanitary sewer facility. Motion carried.
· B Schmidt moved, seconded by D Adrian to adopt the resolution adopting and providing for standards for procurement, bidding and contract awards. Motion carried.
Rose Mary Saunders – Ranson Financial:

· Rose Mary briefly discussed with the council the next steps we will need to take if awarded CDBG monies. She will be helping us find interim financing for the project with competitive bids. Kevin Cowan will be our Bond Counsel at Gilmore & Bell. Phillip Fishburn will be assisting with the vulnerability assessment. CDBG letter are supposed to be distributed on January 19th. There will be a meeting if we are funded by a grant. One representative of the city will be required to attend. Rose Mary has asked the clerk to notify her once the letter is received.
Brian Foster – BG Consultants:

· B Schmidt moved, seconded by K Klassen to approve the presented RUS certification. Motion carried.
· Discussed an amendment to the engineering agreement. This amendment added wording to the original agreement to incorporate compliance with the American Iron & Steel requirements. 
· E Esau moved, seconded by K Klassen to approve the amendment to the engineering agreement. Motion carried.
· Once we get notification from CDBG about the grant, Brian would like to have BG Consultants begin their work. There could be easements and other things that they may have to go through and would like to get a jump start on the project.
· K Klassen moved, seconded by D Snelling to approve BG Consultants to begin working on the project contingent upon the award of CDBG monies. Motion carried. 
Public Works:

· A few home owners had water leaks. Mayor Schrag took care of one of them over a weekend and Karen was very appreciative of his help.
· Fixed a leaking fire hydrant.
· Graded the streets. She had been waiting on the ordered teeth for the grader.
· The water meter at Harvest Meadows had been turned on without our knowledge. It had frozen and busted at some point and once it thawed out began leaking. The meter is now locked.
· Maguire Iron, LLC came and cleaned the water tower. They did a fantastic job and were able to complete the cleaning in one day.
· Mentioned the fire department having their annual banquet on Sunday January 7th.
Police:
· Mayor Schrag invited Anthony Voth to the table to discuss the police position. Anthony expressed his concern for wanting to keep the community safe and deter crime. He believes in being proactive and making positive community contracts. City needs to look into costs associated with hiring someone who is not currently a certified officer. Will get with Sherriff Craft to discuss this with him.
City Clerk:

· Reminded the council that the February meeting will be on Tuesday, Feb. 20th due to President’s Day.

· Year-end Closing has been started. No cash basis or budget violations seem to have occurred in the past year. 
· Worked on 1099’s and W-2’s.

· Completed the annual water loss report. The city saw a total of a 10% loss for the year.

Improvement and Reserve Funds Resolutions:
· Reviewed the Capital Improvement Reserve Fund Resolution, the Equipment Reserve Resolution, the Capital Improvement Park Fund Resolution, the Capital Improvement Streets Fund Resolution, the Water Reserve Fund Resolution and the Sewer Reserve Fund Resolution with 5-year projections.
· B Schmidt moved, seconded by K Klassen to accept Resolutions 18-01, 18-02, 18-03, 18-04, 18-05 and 18-06 pertaining to the Capital Improvement and Reserve Funds as written.  Motion carried.
Adjournment:

· B Schmidt moved, seconded by D Adrian to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. Motion carried.
________________________________________



___________________________________________

Dave Schrag, Mayor






Jennifer Whitehead, City Clerk
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