Minutes of the Goessel City Council Meeting

7:00 p.m., Mon., September 15, 2014
Civic Center Community Room
Present: Mayor Dave Schrag; Council Members Jeff Boese, Dean Snelling, Larry Lindeman, Rollin Schmidt; Public Works, Karen Dalke; City Clerk, Jennifer Whitehead; Free Press Reporter
Absent: Wilma Mueller

Guests: Marilyn Wilder, Attorney; Bert Reidel, City Resident; Richard Friesen, owner of home at 103 S. Buller; Ag-Power Representative
Call to Order:

· Mayor Schrag called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
103 S. Buller:

· Richard Friesen, owner of the property located at 103 S. Buller, informed the council that his intent is to get the property straightened up so that he could buy himself time to pay the mortgage and then demolish the home when he receives the settlement from his class action lawsuit against Boeing. The lawsuit is supposed to settle on September 3 and then he was told that 21 days after that the accountant will pay the members of the lawsuit. He mentioned that he would be willing to come to the next council meeting and update us on the status but no firm decision was made. Mayor Schrag asked him about having the city cleanup the property and billing him the cost incurred to do so. Mayor Schrag also offered to allow him to walk away and let the city take over his property, remove the building and issue a lien for the amount of the cost of removal and when the land sells recoup that spent money. Clerk & Public Works will see about getting an estimate on demolition before the October meeting.
Regular Meeting Called to order at 7:00 pm
Consent Agenda:

· L Lindeman moved, seconded by D Snelling to accept the consent agenda which included the minutes of the August 17th regular meeting. Motion carried.
Bert Reidel:

· Bert mentioned that he had concerns about people driving too fast down Centennial where there is a slow children sign. He mentioned that there is no speed limit sign on that road and that he would like to see one put up.
· He also mentioned dust and how he could go about getting asphalt millings put down on his road. Karen mentioned that she has already put them down twice on that road.
Ag-Power Representative:

· Adam from Ag-Power out of Hillsboro came to the council meeting to discuss the cities options on purchasing a new mower. Discussion was held on various machines but no decision was made at this council meeting.
Grasshopper Mower Bids:

· Mayor Schrag opened bids for the 1989 Grasshopper Mower. Karen Dalke bid $55, Tim Bliss bid $420, and Joe Base bid $400. Tim Bliss bid the highest to purchase the Grasshopper mower for $420.


New Council Member:

· Jeff Boese and Larry Lindeman nominate Duane Adrian to replace Larry Schmidt as a council member. The decision to have Duane Adrian service on the council was unanimous. He will be at the next meeting to be affirmed.

· Duane would be responsible for cleaning the park, but has mentioned that he does not want to do so. Mayor Schrag mentioned that Heath Anderson lives by the park and would be willing to clean the park. It was also mentioned that Larry Lindeman could take the park cleaning and give the responsibility of equipment to Duane Adrian. Lindeman will think about it and will let us know at the next council meeting. 
Civic Center Custodian:

· Amy Rosfeld has been cleaning the city building on an interim basis since Larry Schmidt moved. Karen and Jennifer both mentioned how well she has been doing and that they would like to keep her as the custodian.
· J Boese moved, seconded by R Schmidt to keep Amy Rosfeld as the civic center custodian. Motion carried.
Water Well Results:

· Backhus finally has done a pump test on the well drilled at the ball diamonds. The results showed that the well would pump about 20 gallons per minute. This will likely not be enough water to water the ball diamonds as originally intended unless somehow they can use smaller heads or smaller zones on the watering system. Mayor Schrag will get with Mike Unruh to see if this is possible. 
Office Transaction Window:

· Lindeman had a discussion with Jennifer in the past about getting a window for her office. A lot of cities are going away from allowing people in their office to a window for safety reasons. Lindeman has talked to an attorney that told him we could do whatever we wanted as far as windows go. His concern was keeping the clerk safe. The Clerk did some research and presented the council with options and prices on different styles of windows. We will also need to get quotes on the installation of the window.
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by J Boese to purchase the BPSC5440 window for $1,675 plus shipping costs. Motion carried 3-0 with R Schmidt abstaining.
Public Works:

· Fixed two water leaks this past month.
· Grader is having an issue. Lang Diesel is supposed to come out and look at it.
· Karen also mentioned that there are 2 hydrants that need replaced.
Police:

· See report.
Clerk:
· Clerk Whitehead mentioned about having a fall cleanup and garage sales. Council agreed that October 3rd should be the garage sale date and October 10th we should hold the city-wide cleanup.
· The clerk also mentioned attending the Municipal Clerks Certification Institute for year 2. She asked to be allowed to stay in the hotel instead of having to drive back and forth every day. It would be slightly more than mileage.
· L Lindeman moved, seconded by J Boese to allow Jennifer to stay in a hotel for the institute. Motion carried.
Other Business:

· J Boese brought up the concept of 20/20 vision. He mentioned that we get stuck on where we are now and don’t think about 5 years from now. He felt it would be a good idea to pick a project and then set a deadline that we would like to see the project completed by. No other discussion held at this time.
· Karen mentioned that she would like to see a gathering place for women in the city to come to and have coffee on the days of the groups choosing. The community room or the library seemed like a good fit. The only thing that city employees would have to do is make coffee and provide them a place to gather. Council agreed to let them use the community room and have the city provide coffee for the meeting.
Adjournment:
· R Schmidt moved, seconded by L Lindeman to adjourn at 9:23 p.m.  Motion carried.
Dave Schrag, Mayor
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